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Having become somewhat impatient on ac- 
count of oeing confined to the house this 
beautiful weather, when X ought to be at 
work; but knowing that impatience is a sin 
I will occupy a part of the time to investigate 
the (subject of Patience for my own, as well 
as the benefit of the readers of the Evangel- 
ist. 

Tne apostle Paul in his epistle to the Ro- 
man**, 12: 13, admonishes us to be patient in 
tribulation. Webster defines patience : "the 
«nfif-Tiug of afflictions, pain, toil, calamity, 
provocation, or other evil, with a calm, un- 
teinper ; endurance without murium - 
fretfulness : " and tribulation: ''that 


ruffled 
ing or 


which occasion-) distress or vexation, ' ''severe 
affliction." 

Now we have the word tribulation that 
which covers about every evil that we could 
imagine ; and I would call our special atten- 
tion to the tact that it covers not only severe 
afflictions and great trials, but all those little 
things that daily annoy, vex and distress us ; 
and to be patient in tribulation we must en- 
dure all these without murmuring or vexation. 
Some people think they could endure great 
affliction for Christ's sake, but are not await: 
that the smallest trifle so irritates them that 
it is with difficulty they can hold their tem- 
pera. I imagine a man strong in the faith, so 
strong that he feels he could burn at the stake, 
ibefore he would renounce (Jhri-t , hut he can't 
•endure his neighbor's chicken* scratching in 
his garden, without terribly losing his temper, 
and manifesting a spirit that is far from the 
spirit of Christ . Attain, 1 imagine a woman 
who has suffered many great trial* and afflc- 
. tions, and thinks she could suffer banishment 
and imprison men t rather than disobey her 
Savior, but when the children run through 
her clean house with muddy feet, she is so 
vexed and aggravated that s»he scolds and 
goes on as if she hod never known Christ, or 
heard hi in say : "In your patience possess ye 
your souls." 

My dear friends, it seems easy enough for 
us to avoid the great sins in life, and even to 
■do the great good deeds when occasion offers, 
but it is the little daily trials, and the little 
daily good deeds, that we will find ourselves 
comarkably deficient in when the day ofjudg 
mem comes, if we do.i't take them into pray- 
erful consideration ere it is eternally tun Lit-. 
Patience must be our daily watchword, if we 
would present ourselves unblamable "and un 
reprovable in the sight of trod. On, how 
much need we have of patience; it enters into 
our "every day life as much a* any other Chris 
tian characteristic that we tan think of; it is 
one of those great principles that distinguish 
es as from the sinner ; one of those marked 
features that makes us not conformed to the 
world. 

We hear people who have been baptized, 
have partaken of the holy communion, have 
washed the saints feet, &c, apeak of these 
things as keeping the commandments; but 
there are many other commandments in God's 
word juntas important as these, that are 
shamefully neglected by professed Christian*; 
prom incut among which is — "be patient in 
tribulation." 

Many a man will come up intheday of judg- 
ment and say, Lord, Lord, I hare kept thy 
commandments, open unto me ; but when 
asked I "Were you patient that time when 
you were sick, when you saw your doctor bill 
run high, your grocery hill unpaid, your work 
neglected?" he must answer sadly "no I I 
was much out of humor ; I scolded the chil- 
dren, found tault with my wife, and made 
every body f«*el disagreeable about me." 
Were you patient when you tailed in business, 
because your creditors did not fulfil their 
promise to yon ?" "No, no ! I was terribly 
vexed ; I blamed them fur it all, I abused 
them with my tongue, and prosecuted them 
with the law, and made it just as hard for 
them as I eon Id iu retaliation for their delin- 
quencies to me." 

To th.it worn m who thinks she has lived 
a consistent Christian life, will be said : 
"Were you patient when your little girl up- 
set the table and broke all your dishes, and 
spoiled your nice carpet ?" "No; I cried and 
scolded, and distressed myself about it, not 
only at the time it happened, but for months 
afterwards," "Were you patient in the thous- 
and and one little mishap* and unpleasant- 
ries that entered into the duties as wjfe and 
mother?" "No, nol I murmured, complained, 
found fault, and got out of patience bo often 
and so much that it became a 'kind of second 
nature to me, and 1 never thought about it, 
that I was forfeiting my right to the tree of 
lifeiu this very way." 

' "Oh yea, says one it is a very nice theory, 

* bat it is not so eaay to put it into practice,." 

Oh, I am aware of that, I have experienced 

it, and I find it a daily conquest to keep un- 

dor my body (the sinful nature) and to bring 


it into sobjeotioh, on this very point of prac- 
tice ; perhaps more than any other thing that 
is commanded in the " scriptures. And here 
let me tell you, it is not in human nature to 
do it ; no one can do it without the divine 
aid. Paul gave it to the Romans eighteen 
hundred years ago. When he said : "be pa- 
tient in tribulation," he immediately followed 
it by : "continuing instant in prayer;" the 
very thing we need, and without which it is 
impossible for us to come off conquerors on 
the subject of patience. Instant means 
pressing, urgent, importunate, earnest, not de- 
ferred, immediate. Now let any one who 
finds him self subject to spells of irritability, 
fret fulness ami impatience, go inalsMjy into 
prayer, breathing a secret, silerfHH fHtt<> ;i to 
God for power to overcome thifl fett il. 
and continuing until all the itfl ^k'' is 
gone. This will be a never failiiuff^Nsfy 
will finally effect a permanent -vtMusVlW 
command to be patient in tnim! itisfjfcJ *oin- 
metids itself to our good sense aMsWhettiT 
judgment, as a reasonable one. r~)»Ji>**hing 
that we can corrector improve we should set 
to work to do so at once, quietly aud calmly, 
and not get out ot patience about it, Every- 
thing that we cau not correct nor improve, 
but must bear, we can bear a great deal eas- 
ier by keeping cool and patient. May God 
help ua to be patient. Amen. 
Emporia, Kan. 
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UbT THEIR GRIP. 

Wheu the English people wrested from 
king John the Magna Ghana which secured 
to them civil and religious liberty, and the 
right of trial by jury, the crowned heads of 
England lost their grip. 

When Martin Luther appeared before the 
diet ot Worms and made the following mem- 
orable i lee I a ration ; "Unless I shall lie rcluted 
and convinced by testimonies of the Holy 
Scriptures, -or by public clear, and evident ar- 
guments and reason, 1 can not and will not 
retract anything," it was then that the Pope 
forever lost his grip. 

When Christ refused to fall down and wor- 
ship, the devil, when tempted by him in the 
wilderness, sat an lost his grip, aud salvation 
was made free to a sinful wortd. 

When the American colonies refused to 
submit to taxation without representation, 
King George the III of Eng'.iu I ibrcver lost 
his grip. 

W Ik u that little body of uVv< u! and liberty 
loving Christian* rvluaed to Ihiw to martial 
and mandatory law, at Arnold's grove, lb-it 
petty hit lurch y from whom these liws emajiu 
ted, lost its grip. 

These things are not strange Intcllectu 
ul development, directed by divine light, will 
never dispel error and enthrone truth, and 
freedom. Iu this enlightened age political 
tyranny in giving way before the advance of 
ran government. Eecleaiast ical tyranny is al- 
so steadily and surely declining. Even the 
Roman Catholic church in the last liny years 
lias made marked progress in recognizing lib- 
erty of conscience. But. those ecclcsi arch*, 
who in this age have lost their grip on the 
gospel liberty of the people, can never recover 
it again. They may threaten, entreat, urge 
and attempt to cajole the people into slavish 
submission to their wicked ambition, but in 
vain. Their power has departed forever. 
Why should they then still hanker alter the 
shadow and plead for an empty recognition V 
Such a cause excites not only contempt, but 
pity for |>oor deluded humanity. 

May our heavenly Father help us all to 
realize our weakness, our fallibility and depen- 
dence upon him in time and in eternity. * 

Dai/fun, Ohio. 
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PETRIFIED WOOD. 

BY J. It. MO HUT, 

The other day as I hastened at tli-raHivnd 
station in Bismarck I obserbed a piece of pet- 
rified wood lying on the plat for n, weighing 
perhaps fil'iy p.. nulls, i he most, perfect mil 
beautiful of its kind. These billowy prairies 
literally abound with fine specimens of |x;tri- 
ti'd wood, hut iu this piece the grain, the 
knots, curls, ba'k and woody forma lion were 
so distinct that it attracted universal ndmi- 
at ion. 

Away bock in the dim and shadowy pa-t, 
long before these bare earth swells stretched 
away up to the horizon, vast forests clothed 
these plains with their dreamy shadows. By 
sunn- utrangu transformation portions of that 
ancient foi est still linger here in the form of 
rock to preserve their history imperishable ; 
and stranger still the record is so true that 
every minute conformation is faithfully delin- 
eated, every peculiarity crystal ized that no 
one need mistake their origin. 

Whence the power that thus accurately 
preserves for the present and future the rel- 
ics of the past, and makes them as induring 
as earth itself. 

A few weeks ago I saw the imprint of 
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hundreds of y« 
constitute a mi r. mi 
chronology of the Bible frith the Jeifs was 
undeniable, for the r had not only the general 
writings of the Kn ta and Prophets, givttig the 
dates of prophecies hut no doubt, in many in- 
stances, could tract t these prophecies to their 
remote dates, in thiir family records. All then 
ihit was nieesssr,' for A polios to have to 
it and to make the w miracles, was, fL-kt, the 
circumstances thatiur Lord was born 'of the 
virgin, that bis ni<ue was Emmanuel and 
th*t he was as Gw| with us. Ard mch cir- 
cumstances they h id. Matth, 1 : 22, 21. JThen 
turn to 1- 1. 7:14, t'bich would give >. space of 
time, according to t u* chronology of tie Bible, 
»f 742 years, IVoin ilia time, that the iropnecy 
was spoken until fulfilled. 

The next net-ess; . v event to ocou* in the 
birth of our Lord, is that he was born in 
Bethlehem, and thut be was a rule', ju-t as 
wj have them recoiled iu Mitlh. 2 : V Tien 
refer to Miuah 5 : 8, jwhiub makes a laps? of 
about 710 years bei <re it was i'uifiiW. 

Then show that le .was calletrouttf E^yot. 
Matth. 2 : 13. U. li», and refer to Bpsea 11 : 
1, which was 740 via a before fulfi I Utl. 

Tiien again, slurjr hat all the ctildi en of 
two years and midai', were slain, as vfe have it 
described in Ma'ib. 1: 16, and beaHn or.iinl 
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hold of it. 
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The infitlel of onr time does not dare t» 
tackle the chronology of the BiWe. f»r he 
knows that the foretelling of event* for boo- 
dreds, ami even thousands of vear*, ** aeco- 
rately as Oixl's holy pmphete foretold i heu, m 
miraculous, «nd for him to begin tudenr-th* 
correctness of tlie ^hrono! -yr\ of the BH le, and 
make out the date* as forged, would also make 
the Bible of noaut'iorirv ^s to uistoiy, and 
then tho infidel w uu ld mutilate his own 
knowledge us a being. 

Wo once conversed with an infidel wlnj, af- 
ter being dri v<y» i it, made such a broad 
'"■' L "' ■ ■ r <- >' '• ■ ■ i -'- ■ ! ttli boa »«• 
•«ke.l Mr. IiiA'tel luvl,.. knows whether 
Ho% a inonk-y or a mm if ho rejected the Bi- 
olo as an authority, Tne infidel was willing 
to pass it as a _i„ke, and said he guessed he 
oiHild deoid - tli .t h^ was a monkey. He read- 
ily saw that ir *as the Itcst. that. could be done. 
toovadatlMtliiMe l» jv's question, for it was 
oIjvioih U. alhliv niafthof the mild Vknowfe 
edge depe.cls upon the liililo, a „d that there 

his- 

»rld 

ven 

hee- 

f. as the little boy 

begin anew, and 

tor anything else 

cicse thai exists 

it meanwhile trving 

to destroy its own source of khowlerlge." 

Let them, upon the other hand, a -know!-, 
edge the truthfulness of the ch-onology of 
the Bible, then they admit miracles, .ml tht* 
admission of one single miracle. iasulHotvat l<a. 
cxjtlodo infidelity forever. 
IVarreiwl/ury,' Mo. 
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oik of trans (erring went on, n 
fht, aud niij;ht aflt-r night; bnt eviry 
r things seemed to be just as they <rer© 
igh sheaves had been siibuaeted/troin 
Vu. sheaves liail also been adde/ and 
, Acts w^-re perplexed, ami could not 
"and. But one night the brothers hap- 
\ meet while making this generous 
Kse, and the spot where they met was 
Vaered that it was chosen as the site 
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Wt Ct *" d ft V 1, W aot '» per(orine<l, that is 

■} the snot lit foi soi.-j. temple of commemoration. 
ItW*ms to us tn.: evety denomination of 
Chnstains ought iu some way. to take decided 
action in Isvor of presiding other means than 
war lor the settlement ^.if national andinterna- 
tional dillieulties. Uertninly war is barbarous, 
inhuman and unreasonable. Indeed there 
seems to be no more reasoil why nations should 
resort to brute fort* to set Me disputes than in- 
dividuals. All civilized unions provide tri- 
bunals to determine the qui stion of right and 
wrong bet w. en individual*-, Whv not make 
provision for the settieuvi-nt i nrlrtand wionir 
betwoen nations in the saute »„, ? — Jft-xewlr 
of Peuee, 
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A boy who is politu to hs lather and mother i» 
likely to be polite to wttf O »o tlse. A boy 
lucking politeness to his pavutH tmy have ever* 
semhl;tnce of cmrtesy in swety. but is nwr tr». ' 
If polite la spirit, and is iiAingar, as he 
familiar, ot betrayiug hiB I " 
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